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I DEDICATE THIS BOOK
TO MY GRANDCHILDREN
and
TO ALL THE CHILDREN OF
THE OXFORD JEWISH COMMUNITY

I hope that when the Bicentennial Anniversary
is celebrated in the year 2042
and the “NOW” has become “THEN”
a further volume of Recollections
will be compiled for publication by them.

Freda Silver Jackson
Oxford
January 1992



Foreword

I T is with great pride that I present this collection of recollections,
a record of Jewish life in Oxford dating back to the early part of this
century, onwards to the Second World War and through to the present
day. Itisintended that this volume of personal experiences will complement
David Lewis’s history The Jews of Oxford. In seeking out so many
contributors from all walks of life I have found it particularly interesting
to discover how varied their lives have been taking into consideration the
one common denominator, their Jewishness. Inevitably, some of these
recollections have overlapped, but this is part of the kaleidoscope that has
made living in Oxford so fascinating and rewarding.

[ have been fortunate in finding so many individuals who have volunteered
their recollections and to whom I offer my grateful thanks. Sadly two such
contributors, namely Sir Monty Finniston and Edgar Duchin, passed away
soon after they had penned their reminiscences.

The year 1992 holds out great promise for the New Europe and whilst we
in Oxford have, naturally, gone back 150 years for the purpose of our
celebrations, we too can have high hopes for the future. It is interesting
to note that whereas many congregations throughout the land are
dwindling, the Jewish population in Oxford has grown into a well-
established community. Itis also noteworthy that our 150th Anniversary
coincides with the fusion of a wider European Community. The growth
of the Oxford Congregation owes much to the influx of Jews seeking
refuge from Europe in the 1930’s. Added to this came the evacuees
escaping the Blitz which also emanated from Europe. Many of these people
settled here making a significant contribution to the Jewish way of life in
Oxford and to the world at large in the sciences and other academic fields.

[t will be interesting for those living in the next century to compare the
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‘then and now’ of Europe’s attitude to its minorities. The history of the
past has been a blot on civilisation - at present there appears to be a break
in this ‘tradition’. Let us hope that this will lead to a peaceful co-existence
for our fellow Jews throughout the united Europe.

We, in Oxford, are doubly fortunate in the quality and quantity of our

children which augurs well for the year 2000 and beyond. May the events
of 1992 usher in an era of peace and tranquillity for us all.

Freda Silver Jackson
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